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Meeting April 8 Members Night 
Meeting May 6 »--On Bats and Caves... 
; - Mr. N.wWhite 
Eo) April 10 Ballarat Reptile Park (Fussell 
peas St.) and local bush.Half Day. 
xcursion : F a 
May 7 Mt. Widderin and Skipton. 
Full Day. 


Meetings as specifled are held at the School 


PLEASE NOTE THAT Ure eee by 7230 pam 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS From cnockeAs, om STURT AND. ARIE 
ARE NOW DUB ! STRONG STS., BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for 


FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 
HALF DAY* ig 


FOR YOUR DIARY 

nt 

April 21 WVEFNCA Special Meeting,Maryboraugh FNC 
Clubrooms. Mining legislation issues. 

April 27 COMMITTEE MEETING,8p.m. at 12 Pleasant 
Sitemsithy 


May 7 Saturday,Club Full-day Excursion to 
Mt.Widderin Lava Caves and Skipton 
Eel Factory. 


August 26-28 WVFNCA Camp Out, to be hosted by 
our Club, in the Ballarat district. 
Venue- Pax Hill Scout Reserve. 
August 27- 
September 10 Kingston Tour- Birdsville and Cooper 
Creek Safari.e. Details available. 
October 21-23 WVFNCA North eastern Camp Out in 
the Warby Ranges. Please note the 
change of dates. Details are avail=- 
able and will be published later. 


COMMITTEE 1988 


President: Dr. Frank Harrap Phone 053 301651 


Vice Pres.: Helen Burgess 312210 
Secretary : Greg Binns 332282 
Treasurer 3$ Florence Williamson 327631 


Committee Members : Avis Barlow, Claire Dalman, 
Bary Dowling, Lyndsay Fink, Pat 
Murphy, Bill Whiteside. 


Membership Subscriptions 


Please note that these are now due and should be 
paid to the treasurer as soon as possible. 
Subscriptions have been set at: 

Adult- $12 ; Family- $ 18 ; Junior- $ 5 
Newsletter Postage(if required)- Additional $5. 


INCORPORATION 


The process of incorporationhas now been final- 
ised with the procuring of a stamp of The Common 
Seal of Field Naturalists! Club of Ballarat Inc. 


CLs 


MOUNT COLE. Mr.and Mrs. Millers Talk. 


Laurie and Betty became strongy involved in 
Mount Cole about seven years ago mainly because of 
a threat to plant pines in the area. 

From the top of Mt. Langi Ghiran the Mt. Cole 
Range is very scenic, many of the smaller plants 
grow well around the fire tower. 

A short history of the area:- 

The first people to occupy-this area were the E 
Aborigines of the JAJOWURRON'S tribe. This tribe |s 
described as being numerous and fierce. 

About 1836 Major Mitchell's party passed near 
Elmhurst. Later pioneer stockmen drove their 
flocks from N.S.W., Southwesterly to the Grampians 
and in 21840 two of them settled near the present 
site of Amphitheatre. The country between became 
known as De Cameron and Glen Logie station. The 
first timber from Mt. Cole was milled in sawpits 
until 1856 when James Magee stageted a mill on 
Hickman's Creek, which has its headwaters near the 
area known as Victoria Mill. 

In 1860 the land was opened up for selection 
with first a limit of 20 acres, then 80 acres and 
then finally 320 acres in 1869. Oats,wheat and 
frit were grown in the district. 

Thirty timbermills had cut heavily into Mt. Cole 
and by 1904 all millable timber was taken. The 
Forestry Commission closed the Mte Cole forest for 
43 years, reopening it again in 1947. An example 
of what the area was originally like is to be seen 
at the Victoria Mill Scenic Reserve where trees of 
over 190 feet have been perman: ntly preserved. 

200 Million feet were provided from this area, 
pre ware Gold was found in the area on Fiery Creek 
and some deep lead mineswere worked. Middle Creek 
was also worked. 

There was a proposed 3200 hectares of pines to 
be planted at 80 hectares per year, commencing in 
4962 and up to the present time. 

The slides shown by Laurie and Betty revealed 
a very beautiful area, greatly appreciated for 
its wide range of plants, trees and birds. 


A. 


A number of mammals are also found there. Of 
the plants, some of particular interest are: 

A rare Grevillea and also G montus cole, Green 
Bird Orchid, and Pterastylus plumosa. The bird > 
list included Olive Backed Oriole, Sacred King-. 
fisher, Powerful Owl_and Eastern Spinebill. Many 
Species were shown at nests with young. Laurie 
and Betty are to be congratulated on their 
exciting pictures, particularly those of nesting 
birds. 

Shown also were a number of Caterpillars and 
Butterflies. 

There were Mountain Skinks and Mountain Dragons, 
with several snakes found in this area. Grey 
Kangaroos, Red necked Wallabies, Koalas, Echidnas, 
Possums and Gliders are included in the mammal 
population, and a herd of Red Deer... 

From the slides we learned that it is a very 
rich area for the Field Naturalists. 

Thank you, Millers: 


LF. 
Field Reports March Meeting. 
Te Barlow Partly ‘albino! Blackbird at Mt. 
elen. 
G. Mangus Grey thrush singing in garden Mt. 
Pleasant. 


MeTeasdale Platypus at Hepburn Reservoir at 2 pm 
WoWhiteside White Goshawk, south of Enfield Fores* 
L.Fink Australian Hobby on Morrisons Rd. 
near Meredith. 
Ke Hammond Wendouree..Yellow Tufted Honeyeater, 
Brown Thornbills, Silver Eyes and 
Striated Pardelotes. 
H. Burgess Young Darters at Lake Lonsdale. 
GeJamieson European Wasps in Grampians (Mafeking) 
African Daisies at Middle Swamp 
34. plants. 
F.Harrap Female Redcapped Robin at Mosquito 
Flat, also White backed swallow. 
Female Sparrow Hawk at Mt. Helen. 
G. Binns pyewnansen Hobby in Bark-ly St. ~ 
"rat East. Telephone 
Magpies bathing at Greentraieee x ieee 


by walkin ante Water unt 
Sipenreals 2 oy ality SS, 


FAMTLY _ GHRANTACEAR 


This family takes its name from "geranium " which 
is derived from a Greek word for a crane. A segment of 
the fruit resembles a crane’s bill. Im ths other two 
genera. found near Ballarat the segment of the fruit was 
thought to resemble a heron’s dill and a stork's bill : 
hence the names derived from Greek viz. Erodium ( = 
heron ) and Pelargonium ( = stork ) 


Plants belonging to the family are herbs or smail 
shrubs with petiolate, stipulate leaves. The flowers 
are arranged in umbels. They are regular or irregular 
and bisexual. The sepals and 
petals number five, there are 
10 stamens ( some of which may 
be sterile; the ovary is super-=- 
ior, 5 celled and produced up- 
wards in a beak consisting of a 
cetral axis and 5 styles ( awns) 
which end in 5 free stigmas. 

The awns persist in the dry fruit 
and are often spirally twisted. 


Three genera : - 


1. Geranium - i0 fertile stamens; awn of fruit 
glabrous inside. 

2. Erodium - 5 sterile stamens alternating with 
5 fertile ones; pedicel does not 
have a. spur. 

3. Pelargonium - variable number of sterile stamens 
and not alternating with the fertile 
ones; pedicel has a long or short spur 


There are several garden plants commonly called 
" geraniums " but botanically they are classified as 
Pelargoniums. 


H.He 


PotDN ICAL: NOTES — 
b. 


COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 


Items treated were: 1. Correspondence. 

2. August wvfnca camp out- subcommittee to act 
on venue booking. 

3. Nesting boxes at Lake Wendouree- agreed to 
offer assistance in repair and placement. 


4, Flora and Fauna Guarantee- Agreed to write to 
parliamentjians urging no further weakening of 


the Bill. 


5 Review of Mines Act- Agreed to attend special 
meeting of wvfnca to discuss a response to the 


proposed legislation. 


6. Newsletter preparation-— Co editor is required 


to assist Lyndsay Fink. 


7. Treasurer moved that appreciation of the work 
of our Auditor, Mr.Graham Reynolds,be recorded. 


8. Natural History Medellion Award- Additional 


data on Miss Mary White,our current nominee, to 


be forwarded prior to May 1. 


FIELD REPORTS - December Meeting 


SS 


M. Dowling - Japanese Snipe at Learmonth 


G. Binns - Little Falcon (Aust. Hobby) over 


Pleasant St, Ballarat West. 

F, Harrap- Little Falcon (Aust. Hobby) at 
Mt Helen. 

A. Morrison—= Black Cockatoo, and Peregrine 
Falcon nesting at Ben Nevis. 

F. Harrap - at Clunes State forest, Painted 
Honey eaters, Singing Bushlark, 
Owlet Nightjar. 


P. Murphy - Single Wood duck by dam, Rokewood. 
Anchor Plant at Lal Lal, flowering 


is over. 
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NAtORAL- HtiStoRy CResswaRts mm ae 


Bases Sai 


CROSSWORD No.4 by Tantalus 


ACROSS 
1 Landslide, avalanche. 5 Parts of birds' repertoires. 10 Mother-of-pearl. 11 Genus Tadorna. 12 Birds are, 
13 Insects' perfect form 14 Natural blue pigment 15 Bacon rind? 18 One of the Rosellas 20 myna 


22 Lily 24 Name of both an’animal and plant 25 Voracious Carribean fish 26 Horses -27 Highs diving: bird 
28 birds never need these professional men! 


DOWN 
1 Excess water 2 Whales 3 Ask where ferns at (anag. two words) 4 Displaced rodent 6 Aspromictus erythrop- 
terus 7 Tropical creeper 8 Chameleons can— more than most 9 Supported 16 Fliedermaus in camouflage? 
17 Member of Superfamily Coccoidea 19 A plant 20 Stars are here 21 We have five 23 A bird 


